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THE  OREGON  TRAIL,  RAFT  RIVER  TO  SALMON  FALLS  CREEK,  IDAHO 


by 

Howard  Ross  Cramer 

/ 

Emory  University 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


ABSTRACT 

Geological,  topographical,  botanical,  cadastral,  and  aerial  photograph 
data  were  used  to  determine,  as  accurately ’as  possible,  the  location  of  the 
Oregon  Trail  where  it  passed  between  Raft  River  in  Cassia  County,  and  Sal¬ 
mon  Falls  Creek,  in  Twin  Falls  County,  Idaho. 

The  route  is  plotted  on  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  topographical  quadrangle 
maps  in  three  degrees  of  confidence:  definite,  if  traces  of  the  trail  remain; 
probable,  if  no  trace  remains  but  other  evidence  indicates  its  presence;  and 
possible,  where  the  evidence  is  less  convincing,  but  possible. 

Good  remains  of  the  trail  can  be  found  west  for  about  eight  miles  from 
Raft  River  and  then  the  traces  are  removed  by  irrigation.  Several  miles  of 
good  trace,  including  several  alternative  routes,  are  evident  along  the 
Snake  River  just  east  of  the  Milner  Dam  site.  Scattered  bits  of  trace  are 
evident  in  several  other  places  along  the  route,  but  none  are  continuous  nor 
unequivocable . 

Evidence  is  presented  to  show  that  the  "Fishing  Falls"  noted  by  Fre¬ 
mont  in  1S43  are  probably  the  Kanaka  Rapids  of  the  present;  these  should 
not  be  confounded  with  Salmon  Falls,  farther  down  stream. 

Extracts  from  diarists  who  were  travelling  on  the  Oregon  Trail  are 
cited  to  substantiate  the  location  of  the  trail. 
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THE  OREGON  TRAIL  IN  IDAHO,  RAFT  RIVER  TO  SALMON  FALLS  CREEK 


by 

Howard  Ross  Cramer 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Oregon  Trail  is  the  well-known  wagon  road  from  Missouri  to  Oregon 
and  Washington  developed  in  the  course  of  many  years  of  travels  by  countloss 
numbers  of  immigrants  travelling  from  east  to  west.  Originally  the  routo 
was  developed  by  the  fur  trappers  and  was  adapted  later  to  accommodate 
wheeled  vehicles  and  families. 

The  Oregon  Trail,  which  was  also  the  California  Trail  until  the  two 
divided  from  each  other  at  Raft  River,  entered  Idaho  from  Wyoming  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Thomas  Fork  of  Bear  River.  It  followed  the  Boar  River  to  Soda 
Springs  at  which  place  it  turned  northward  up  the  valley  of  the  Portneuf 
River,  passed  where  is  now  the  community  of  Chesterfield  and  into  what  is 
now  the  Portneuf  Reservoir.  From  here  the  trail  crossed  the  mountains  by 
proceeding  up  Jeff  Cabin  Creek  and  down  a  fork  of  Ross  Creek  to  Ross  Creek, 
now  on  the  Fort  Hall  Indian  Reservation.  The  trail  continued  westward 
along  Ross  Creek,  then  across  the  Snake  River  valley  to  Fort  Hall,  a  trading 
post  established  in  1834.  From  Fort  Hall,  the  Oregon  Trail  follows  the 
Snake  River  westward,  deviating  locally  to  accommodate  geography,  topography 
and  water,  to  at  least  Salmon  Falls  Creek. 

Previous  reports  to  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (Cramer,  1972, 
1973)  have  outlined  the  location,  existence,  and  substantiation  of  the 
Oregon  Trail  in  Idaho  where  it  was  also  the  California  Trail,  to  Raft  River 
crossing  in  Cassia  County.  This  report  is  a  continuation  of  that  series 
of  reports,  carrying  the  identification  of  the  Oregon  Trail  from  the  Raft 
River  crossing  westward  to  Salmon  Falls  Creek. 
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METHODS  AND  MATERIALS 

The  major  source  of  information  for  this  report  arc  tho  diaries  of 
Orogon-Trnil  travellers,  both  published  and  unpublished.  Also  of  especial 
importance  arc  the  plats  prepared  by  the  surveyors  of  this  part  of  the 
Oregon  Trail,  dating  from  tho  latter  part  of  the  19th  Century,  and  aerial 
photographs  of  Cassia  and  Twin  Falls  Counties,  Idaho  where  the  route  dis¬ 
cussed  in  this  report  is  found.  Photos  of  date  1940  are  available  for 
Cassia  County,  and  of  1950  dato  for  Twin  Falls  County.  Theso  early-dated 
photos  are  particularly  valuable  because  they  show  the  nature  of  the  road 
system  before  agriculture  has  removed  them.  Much  of  the  route  was  removed 
by  agriculture  before  the  advent  of  aerial  photographs,  however.  Topo¬ 
graphic  maps  of  various  quadrangles,  published  by  the  U.  S.  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey  are  also  very  important  tools  of  research  as  well  as  serving  as  the 
base  maps  upon  which  the  final  interpretations  are  placed. 

There  are  essentially  seven  types  of  information  available  to  the  field 
historian,  and  these  are,  in  approximate  order  of  importance:  (1)  original 
diary  accounts  of  overland  travellers;  (2)  original  survey  accounts,  in  the 
form  of  field  notes  and  prepared  township  plats;  (3)  aerial  photographs, 
the  earlier  the  date  the  better  for  this  work;  (4)  remaining  traces  of  the 
route  itself;  these  wagon-road  ruts  are  very  distinctive;  (5),  artifacts, 
such  as  ox  shoes,  etc.  These  are  becoming  exceedingly  scarce  as  the  years 
pass;  (6)  topography,  in  which  the  presence  of  old  roads  is  determined  by 
the  obvious  topographic  configuration  of  the  landscape,  or  eliminated;  and 
(7)  oral  tradition.  As  the  years  pass,  this  last  source  becomes  even  more 
undependable,  as  memories  fade  faster  than  the  roads  in  many  cases. 

The  route  of  the  Oregon  Trail  is  plotted  on  the  maps  following,  and  a 
brief  summary  of  the  condition  of  the  trail  is  included.  Diary-account  sub¬ 
stantiation  is  provided  from  some  of  the  more  useful  accounts  available;  no 
doubt  more  would  make  substantiation  even  more  positive.  The  route  is  con¬ 
sidered  as  definite  if  any  three  of  the  first  four  criteria  are  met,  with  one 
of  the  three  being  actual  remaining  track.  The  route  is  considered  probable 
if  no  track  is  evident,  but  any  three  of  the  first  four  are  still  evident, 
and  the  route  is  considered  possible  if  the  evidence  is  not  as  strong. 
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MAPS 


Figure  1,  page  4,  shows  the  location  of  the  Burley  District  of  tho 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  Idaho,  and  Figure  2,  page  5,  shows  the 
location  of  the  Oregon  Trail  within  tho  Burley  District. 


As  a  matter  o  L*  historical  interest,  Figure  3,  page  (>,  is  a  copy  of 
a  part  of  one  of  tho  maps  prepared  by  Charles  Preuss,  cartographer  for 
l ho  John  C.  Fremont  expedition  in  1843.  It  shows  the  location  of  the 
route  the  expedition  travelled  where  it  is  encompassed  by  this  report. 
Fremont  at  this  time,  was  travelling  on  tlm  immigrant  road,  now  known  as 
tlio  Oregon  Trail,  Tho  intorostod  reader  is  invited  to  compare  the  work 
of  this  wonderful  cartographer,  Preuss,  with  modern  maps,  prepared  with 
sophisticated  cartographic  equipment;  the  reader  will  feel  right  at  home 
with  the  Fremont  map. 
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Figure  1.  Burley  District,  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Land  Management.  (stipled) 
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Figure  2. 


Burley  District,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Land 
Management,  showing  the  route  of  the 
Oregon  Trail.  Solid — area  of  previous 
reports;  dashed — area  of  this  report. 
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Figure  3. 


Portion  of  a  map  prepared  by  Charles  Pruess  to 
accompany  the  report  of  the  exploring  expedition  of  John 
C.  Fremont  in  1843.  (from  Jackson  and  Spence,  1971) 
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OREGON  TRAIL  ROUTES 


Halt  River  to  Marsh  Creek  crossing 

Between  Raf t  River  and  the  crossing  ol  Marsh  Creek,  much  of  the 
Oregon  Trail  remains — very  obvious  and  unquestioned.  It  has  been  obli¬ 
terated  by  irrigation  from  its  junction  with  Marsh  Creek  westward.  Here 
the  route  is  plotted  on  the  basis  of  the  original  survey  plats,  dated  1872 
and  1S74,  and  diary  accounts.  Most  of  the  non-irrigated  land  is  still 
in  the  public  domain  and  much  of  the  original  track  remains ;  it  has  been 
almost  entirely  destroyed  on  private  land. 

Some  diary  accounts  of  this  portion  of  the  trail  are: 

Conyers  (1852) ...  travelled  three  miles  farther  } beyond  Raft 
River^]  and  made  a  dry  camp...  travelled  twelve“miles  over 
an  exceedingly  rough,  rocky  road  to  Marsh  Creek.  This  is  the 
first  water  since  leaving  Raft  River. .. .we  travelled  this  af¬ 
ternoon  down  Marsh  Creek  for  three  miles  and  camped.... we 
crossed  Marsh  Creek  three  times  this  morning... 


P.  V.  Crawford  (1851) ...  this  morning  we  set  out  for  Marshy 
Springs.  Our  road  leads  over  a  dry,  sandy,  stony,  dusty  sage 
plain... we  travelled  down  Marshy  Springs  branch  and  crossed... 


Howe 1 1  (1845) ...  travelled  across  dry  and  rocky  plain  of  the 
volcanic  kind  without  v^ater.  Camp  on  Goose  [Marsh]  Creek.  Trav¬ 
elled  down  Goose  [Marsh]  Creek  and  dry  plain  .... 

Kerns  (1852) ...  drove  nineteen  miles  and  encamped  at  Marsh  Springs. 
Our  road  was  over  a  rocky  sage  brush  desert,  but  is  a  little  better 
around  the  springs . . . 

Longsworth  (1853)  ...  .after  leaving  the  [^Raf  t  r  i  ve  r  we  ascended  a 
hill  and  found  ourselves  on  a  strange  plain  which,  I  -chink,  has 
been  the  scene  of  volcanic  action.  All  over  this  plain  there  are 
piles  of  rocks  which  look  as  if  they  were  thrown  up  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  and  fell  in  confused  masses,  and  in  many 
places  there  are  chasms  in  the  center  of  these  masses  which 
are  now  nearly  closed  by  the  stone  and  sand  falling  in  for 
ages  immemorial;  the  entire  plain  appearing  as  if  it  had  once 
been  melted  with  liquid  heat,  the  rocks  also  appearing  as  if 
they  were  once  in  a  melted  condition  and  are  now  nearly  as  hard 
as  iron  and  about  twice  as  heavy  as  common  sandstone.  We  trav¬ 
elled  sixteen  miles  and  camped  at  Marsh  Springs .. .we  drove  down 


Cross  (1849) ...  Rafter  crossing  Raft  River]  after  passing  over 
a  plain  of  about  five  miles  we  ascended  a  steep  hill... which  was 
the  only  obstacle  met  with  today... but  for  the  dust  we  should 
have  travelled  well.  The  scenery  today  was  not  very  interesting, 


as  the  road  led  a  short  distance  from  the 
arrived  at  a  reed  swamp  [Marsh  Creek] . 


JjSnakeJ 


river. . .we 
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Longsworth  (continued)  Marsh  Creek  seven  miles  and  crossed, 
and  four  miles  from  there  struck  the  [*Snake3  river... 

McAllis ter  (1S52)  ..  .after  crossing  jjlaft  River  is  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  last  California  trail  which  turns  to  the  left  up 
the  creek  Raft  River  £.~Jthe  next  water  is  about  15  miles 
over  very  rocky  road  in  places,  about  10  miles  is  good  bunch 
grass  for  2  miles  r.J  about  3  miles  further  is  another  place 
of  grass  on  the  right  of  road£.  ^  Came  to  Rushes  or  deep 
creek...  turn  well  up  the  creek  [j  []you  will  here  find  water 
pure  £and j  the  grass  good... you  do  not  cross  here  but  follow 
down  it  about  8  miles  to  the  crossing... 

One  does  not  often  find  much  humor  in  the  overland  diaries,  and  especi 
ally  after  the  trip  has  proceeded  to  this  point,  but  C.  H.  Crawford  found 
it  necessary  to  record  the  following,  while  on  the  road  between  Raft  River 
and  Marsh  Creek. 

...Finally  we  arrived  at  a  small  level  spot  with  some  grass 
on  it  and  halted  for  the  noon  hour.  After  the  meal,  while 
we  were  waiting  for  our  horses  to  feed,  one  gentlemen  approached 
another  and  said:  "  I  do  not  see  what  this  part  of  the  world 
was  made  for.  It  certainly  is  of  no  use  whatsoever."  "You 
are  a  very  foolish  man",  said  the  other,  "there  would  be  a 
tremendous  hole  in  the  world  were  it  not  for  this  country 
that  you  regard  as  worthless,  and  you  might  have  to  travel 
several  hundred  miles  to  get  around  it,  but  now  you  can  get 
over  it  by  going  a  few  miles,  bump-a-ta-bump  over  the  rocks. 

I  prefer  it  just  as  it  is  for  my  part  without  any  amendments". 

The  Oregon  Trail,  from  Raft  River  to  the  Marsh  Creek  crossing^  is  shown 
on  the  maps  following,  on  pages  9  to  12. 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  27  EAST 
LAKE  WALCOTT  AND  YALE  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  26  EAST 
LAKE  WALCOTT  QUADRANGLE 


ROUTE  DEFINITE  J—  ^ 

ROUTE  PROBABLE  — —  - _ 

ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  25  EAST 
RUPERT  SE  AND  LAKE  WALCOTT  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE  t— 
ROUTE  PROBABLE  — 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  24  EAST 


RUPERT  SE  AND  RUPERT  SW  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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Marsh  Creek  crossing  to  Milner  area 


This  portion  of  the  Oregon  Trail  has  been  completely  obliterated 
by  irrigation  which  had  been  instituted  before  the  first  of  the  aerial 
photographs,  so  that  no  vestige  of  the  Trail  remains.  The  route  that 
is  plotted  on  the  maps  is  taken  from  the  19th  Century  survey  plats  and 
diary  accounts  exclusively.  Most  of  the  latter  are  non-descript,  as  the 
route  lies  over  very  flat  terrain  which  the  diarists  passed  over  very 
quickly,  both  in  time  and  in  writing. 

The  following  account  of  this  portion  of  the  trip  is  one  of  the  more 
complete : 

McAllister  (1852)  ...  Rafter  crossing  Marsh  Creek^  the  Snake]  river 
is  to  the  right  about  3/4  mile  [^and  the"}  road  [isj  dusty.  Road  joins 
the  river  after  crossing  4  dry  ravines  and  going  down  the  bluff,  but 
little  grass... road  leaves  the  river(\"]  Goose  Creek  right  of  road... 
water  tastes  marshy .. .camped  here  about  3/4  mile  to  the  crossing 
of  Goose  Creek £•*]  about  15  feet  wide  here,  £and~]  one  foot  deep  [with] 
a  muddy  bottom.  Road  comes  to  the  river  again... not  a  fit  place  to 
camp.  A  fall  in  the  river  about  2  miles,  in  reaching  this  you  pass 
rock  island  which  is  a  huge  mass  of  rock  surrounded  by  water,  very 
rocky  road  £which  is^  very  hard  on  waggons... 

The  following  maps,  on  pages  14  to  16,  show  where  this  route  was  prob¬ 
ably  located. 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  24  EAST 
RUPERT  SE  AND  RUPERT  SW  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  23  EAST 
BURLEY  SE  AND  RUPERT  SW  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  22  EAST 
BURLEY  SE  AND  BURLEY  SW  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE  - - 1 

ROUTE  PROBABLE  —  —  - 

ROUTE  POSSIBLE  . 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  21  EAST 
BURLEY  SW  AND  MILNER  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE  - - - 

ROUTE  PROBABLE  —  _  _ 

ROUTE  POSS IBLE  . 
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Milner  area  to  Rock  Creek  crossing  (southern  route) 

The  Oregon  Trail  in  the  Milner  area,  just  east  of  the  damsite,  is  well 
preserved;  it  is  largely  on  public  land  which  has  not  yet  been  irrigated, 
although  some  dry  farming  has  apparently  been  attempted  in  the  past. 

At  Milner  the  diaries,  air  photos,  and  survey  plats  all  indicate  two 
routes  were  present,  and  the  air  photos  indicate  that  there  were  large 
numbers  of  roads  in  the  area,  possibly  and  probably  roads  leading  to  the 
river  from  various  camp  sites. 

There  were  apparently  two  main  roads,  a  northern  one  close  to  the  river, 
and  a  southern  one,  higher  topographically  and  approximately  the  present-day 
o  Milner  road.  The  early  plats  show  these  two,  as  do  the  air  photos  dated 
“  1940.  However,  air  photos  dated  1968  show  that  the  northern  route,  along 

the  Snake  River,  has  been  almost  completely  obliterated  and  that  the  ground 
is  characterized  by  wind-blown  sand  pattern.  It  seems  that  after  the  at¬ 
tempts  at  dry  farming,  and  after  the  sage  brush  had  been  removed,  the  wind 
removed  the  surface  silt  and  loess,  and  so  also  the  impressed  track  of  the 
Oregon  Trail. 

One  can  tell  from  the  diary  accounts  which  route  the  travellers  took, 
as  the  northern  route  is  very  very  rocky  and  the  southern  route  is  higher 
and  very  smooth;  there  is  little  comment  in  the  diaries  about  it.  By  nor¬ 
thern  and  southern  routes  here  is  meant  the  Milner  area  only;  later  on  the 
route,  in  the  Murtaugh  area,  there  is  another  possible  route  division,  one 
laying  along  the  Snake  River  (the  northern  one)  and  the  other  going  southwest 
to  Rock  Creek  (the  southern  one). 

The  route  from  the  Milner  area  southwest  to  Rock  Creek,  and  from  Rock 
Creek  northwest  to  its  crossing,  has  been  almost  entirely  removed  by  agri¬ 
culture.  Air  photos  dated  1950  show  a  bit  of  the  route  between  Murtaugh  and 
the  Strieker  Store,  as  do  the  19th  Century  surveys,  but  nothing  remains  today. 
A  small  portion  of  the  track  remains  where  the  route  passes  over  Strieker 
Butte  in  Sec.  16,  T.ll  S.,  R.  18  E. 

The  main  crossing  of  Rock  Creek  is  in  Sec.  26,  T.  10  S . ,  R.  17  E . ,  as 
shown  by  the  19th  Century  survey,  diary  descriptions,  and  by  a  hand-made 
dugway  for  a  descent  and  another  for  an  ascent.  There  are  few  other  places 
where  Rock  Creek,  which  is  here  engulfed  by  canyon  walls;  could  be  con¬ 
veniently  crossed.  No  visible  track  coming  or  going  from  the  crossing  re¬ 
mains,  however. 

Another  crossing  of  Rock  Creek  occurs  in  Sec.  6,  T.  11  S.,  R.  17  E. 

Here  is  another  dugway  down  and  still  another  up,  the  former  having  been 
much-improved  by  later  road-builders.  At  least  two  diarists  mention  the 
presence  of  this  second  crossing,  as  follows: 
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Adams  (1852) .. .Rock  Creek  has  very  high,  steep,  rocky  banks, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  twelve  miles  we  have  travelled,  we 
have  found  only  two  places  where  a  wagon  could  cross  it.  Made 
12  miles . . . 

McAllister  (1852)... a  sago  plain  and  dusty  road  to  Muscle  [" Rock] 
Creek. . . the  road  runs  on  the  north  [ ! northeas t]  side  till  the 
crossing  about  S  miles  where  there  is  a  steep  rocky  bluff  on 
both  sidcs^f]  about  2  1/2  miles  below  here  is  another  crossing 
£did  he  mean  above  lierc?"^ 

It  is  on  the  basis  of  these  accounts,  and  the  presence  of . the  dug- 
ways  in  Sec.  G,  T.  11  S.,  R.  17  E.,  that  the  possible  route  crossing  Rock 
Creek  is  included. 

The  following  diary  accuunts  of  the  passage  from  the  Milner  area 
to  the  Rock  Creek  crossing,  via  the  southern  route,  are  among  the  most 
descriptive.  Note  that  several  diarists  travelled  up  (southward)  along 
Dry  Creek  in  search  of  water  before  turning  westward  toward  Rock  Creek; 
these  accounts,  and  the  presence  of  a  road  on  the  1874  survey  plat  are 
the  basis  for  the  location  of  the  possible  route  from  Dry  Creek  to  Rock 
Creek  on  the  maps  which  follow. 


Adams  (1852)  ...had  a  very  dusty  and  rough  road  till  noon,  when  we^ 
reached  the  [  Snake_  river  again...  then  we  went  on  to  Cut-Rock  [’DryJ 
Creek,  but  found  it  dry,  or  nearly  so.  Proceeded  up  it  about  two 
miles  and  found  a  hole  where  there  was  some  water ...  proceeded  up 
about  a  mile  f arther ...  camped ...  proceeded  up  the  creek  for  about 
three  miles  for  the  sake  of  water.  Here  we  found  it  coming  out 
from  between  the  ^Cassia_  mountains,  quite  a  stream,  but  it  soon 
sinks  in  the  sand ...  Country  generally  very  sterile  and  sandy,  with 
a  great  many  rocky  hills... The  river  runs  over  a  rocky  bed,  and  in 
most  places  has  a  high,  steep,  rocky  bank.  Our  three  miles  upstream 
today  don’t  count .. .started  for  Rock  Creek,  and  had  to  retrace  our 
three  miles.  We  travelled  up  rdown"]  stream  and  nine  miles  more... 
travelled  down  Rock  Creek  twelve  miles... road  very  dusty  and  some 
rock,  mostly  level... Rock  Creek  has  very  high,  steep,  rocky  banks, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  twelve  miles  we  have  traveled,  we  have 
found  only  two  places  where  a  wagon  could  cross  it... crossed  Rock 
Creek . . . 


Allyn  (1852) .. .came  to  Snake  River. . .camp  on  a  high  place  about 
1/2  mile  from  the  river  and  near  the  road... road  good  all  day 
except  the  rocks.  No  bad  hills  today ...  about  camping  time  we 
arrive  at  a  creek  \*RockJ  ...probably  three  miles  from  the  river... 
the  road  very  rough  an  rocky  all  day,  but  not  many  bad  hills. 

After  following  the  creek  we  camped  on  last  night  5  or  6  miles 
we  cross  it.  It  had  worn  its  bed  deep  in  the  rocks  and  was  very 
steep  and  rocky,  both  in  descending  and  ascending... 
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Conyers  (1852) .. .Snake  River,  where  we  camped  for  the  night... 
traveled  thirteen  miles  to  Cut-rock  Dry  Creek... the  first 
five  miles  were  very  rough  and  rocky... no  running  water  in  this 
creek;  only  water  standing  in  pools.  By  driving  our  cattle 
nearly  two  miles  up  the  creek  we  found  good  bunch  grass...  trav¬ 
eled  twelve  miles  to  Rock  Creek.  Road  unusually  level,  but  the 
last  part  was  quite  rocky ...  travelled  nine  miles  over  a  very  rough 
road  to  the  crossing  of  Rock  Creek.  The  banks  of  the  creek  at 
this  place  are  very  rocky,  steep,  and  ragged... 


P.  V.  Crawford  (1851)  ...brought  us  to  where  the  road  strikes 
the  river... we  here  left  the  river  and  travelled  for  about 
five  miles  over  the  roughest,  strongest  road  on  the  whole  route, 
then  seven  miles  through  deep  dust  brought  us  to  Pool  []Dry7  Creek, 
where  the  water  stands  in  pools... the  great  American  Falls  £ mo re 
likely  the  Caldron  Linn  section  of  Snake  River]]  are  about  two 
miles  north  of  this  place,  but  I  was  too  busy  to  visit  them.  They 
are  said  to  be  700  feet  of  perpendicular  descent.  They  sound 
like  a  continuous  roar  of  distant  thunder... we  drove  eight  miles 
to  Rock  Creek... the  country  here  is  extremely  barren,  not  even  sage 
...our  road  today  led  down  the  creek.  Eight  miles  brought  us  to 
the  crossing;  here  we  descend  a  very  rough,  stony,  but  short  pitch, 
to  a  bottom  about  10  rods  wide... our  road  has  been  very  rough  so 
far  today. . . 

Cross  (1849)... the  road  lay  along  th^bank  of  Snake  River  nearly 
all  day,  which  still  continued  to  pass  through  a  deep  canyon  of 
perpendicular  £!  horizontal"]  rock.  This  appeared  to  have  been 
made  by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  apparently  simply  to  give  room 
for  waters  of  the  Snake  River,  for  the  country  on  the  opposite 
side  was  as  dry  and  sterile  as  on  the  side  we  were  travelling.  We 
passed  several  islands  j]Rock  Island  and  one  to  the  west  in  the 
rlverj  .  .  .which,  with  the  rapids  about  them  jTiow  inundated  in  Milner 
Lake Q  presented  quite  a  picturesque  appearance .. .we  continued ...  to 
Rock  Creek... over  a  dreary  sandy  plain,  crossing  the  dry  bed  of  a 
creek  j]Dry  Creek]  where  the  water  lay  in  holes.  The  bottom  of 
this  creek  []Dry  Creek]  as  well  as  its  banks,  was  of  volcanic  for¬ 
mation  and  a  solid  mass  of  basalt.  Rock  Creek .. .having  for  an 
outlet^ a  very  deep  canyon  from  where  we  made  our  encampment  to  the 
^Snakej  ttver. . , .the  canyon  through  which  it  passes  is  in  many 
places  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  feet  high  and  vary  in  width  from 
one  hundred  to  two  hundred  yards. . .In  other  places  it  becomes  so 
narrow  as  to  exclude  everything  in  the  way  of  vegetation.  In  the 
vicinity  of  our  encampment  the  banks  are  low,  forming  a  handsome 
bottom. . .we  travelled. . .for  eight  miles  until  we  arrived  at  the 
creek  again. . .assisted  them  the  wagons  out  of  the  canyon  which 
was  no  easy  work. . . 
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Davis  (1852) .. .made  twenty-two  miles  to  Split-rock  [pry]  Creek... 
moved  up  the  creek  nine  miles... made  ten  miles  to  Rock  Creek... 

Fremont  (1843)... we  found  a  sheltered  camp,  where  there  was  an 
abundance  of  wood,  at  some  elevated  rocky  islands  ^Rock  Island  and 
one  to  the  wes  €  covered  with  cedar,  near  the  commencement  of 
another  long  canon  of  the  j^Snake  j  river. . .the  road  for  several  miles 
was  extremely  rocky  ,  and  consequently  bad,  but  entering  after  this 
a  sandy  country,  it  became  very  good,  with  no  other  interruption 
other  than  the  sage  bushes... all  the  day  the  course  of  the  river 
has  been  between  walls  of  black  volcanic  rock,  a  dark  line  of  the 
escarpment  on  the  opposite  side  pointing  out  its  course,  and 

sweeping  along  in  foam  at  places  where  the 
mountains  which  border  the  valley  present  always  on  the  left  two 
ranges,  the  lower  one  a  spur  of  the  higher... we  camped  on  Rock 
Creek... in  its  progress  towards  the  fSnake^  river,  this  creek  soon 
enters  a  chasm  of  the  volcanic  rock, “which  in  places  along  the 
wall  presents  a  columnar  appearance;  and  the  road  becomes  extremely 
rocky  whenever  it  passes  near  its  banks .  It  is  only  about  twenty 
feet  wide  where  the  road  crosses  it,  with  a  deep  bed,  and  steep  banks, 
covered  with  rocky  f ragmen ts ...  the  soil  appears  tobe  full  of  cal¬ 
careous  matter,  with  which  the  rocks  are  encrusted.  The  fragments 
of  rock  which  had  been  removed  by  the  immigrants  in  making  a  road 
where  we  ascended  from  the  bed  of  this  creek  were  whitened  with 
lime ... 

Hines  (1853)...  camped  for  the  night  on  the  river... road  rocky  some 
of  the  way. . .very  dusty. . .camped  for  noon  on  Dry  Branch,  for  night 
on  Rocky  fRock]  Creek.  The  banks  are  rocky  and  look  like  a  great 
chasm  or  crevice  in  the  earth .. .suffered  much  with  the  dus t ...  camped 
on  Rocky  ^Rock-]  Creek  for  dinner.  Crossed  the  creek  here.  Crossing 
good . 

McAllister  (1852) ...  road  comes  to  the  river  again,  not  a  fit  place 
to  camp”  A  fall  in  the  river  about  two  miles  ^ ahead,  now  the  Milner 
damsitel  .  In  reaching  this  you  pass  rock  island  which  is  a  huge 
mass  of  rock  surrounded  by  water  .  very  rocky  road  .  hard  on  waggons 
a  watering  place  about  2  1/2  miles  .  by  close  observation  this 
may  be  found  .  the  river  has  precipitous  banks  in  places  206  feet  of 
rock  perpendicular  at  this  place  may  be  driven  down  with  a  little 
difficulty  having  to  go  over  large  ^rocks?"^  ...the  road  soon  leaves 
the  river ...  about  two  miles  ...  ascending  a  rise... the  road  is  not 
rocky  now  but  extremely  dusty.  Came  to  Dry  or  Pool  Creek,  no  wa^er 
except  in  pools... go  about  half  mile  before  crossing.  .  turn  up  the 
creek  about  4  miles  to  an  abundance  of  wild  rye... search  along  the 
creek  ,  several  seap  £seepj  springs  may  be  found  .  If  not  a  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  water  is  found  for  your  stock  ,  drive  them  to  the  xoot  oi 
the  £  Cassia^}  mountain  about  two  miles  where  there  is  plenty  of  manning 
water  before  it  sinks,  camped  here,  up  this  creek  is  the  road  that 
leads  to  Rogue  River... a  sage  plain  and  dusty  road  to  Muscle  ^RockJ 
Creek  left  of  road...  the  road  runs  on  the  north  f InortheastJ  side 
till  the  crossing  about  8  miles  at  steep  rocky  bluxf  on  both  sides. 
About  2  1/2  miles  below  here  is  another  crossing .. .road  leaves  the 
creek,  bluff. 
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nine  miles  farther 

fi 


Root  (184S) ...  S  miles  to  the  Tsnako |  river 

to  camp... no  water  at  this  season  of  the  year  in  this  creek  '^Dry 
CreekJ ...  forenoon  road  was  good,  afternoon  rocky . . . 9  miles  to  Rock 
Creek,  so  called  for  its  rocky  bottom... 10  miles  to  the  crossing 
of  Rock  Creek.  Here  the  banks  are  steep  and  rocky... 


Sharp  (1S52) . . . this  day  we  traveled  about  20  miles.  The  road  was 
very  dusty  and  a  good  deal  of  it  very  stony.  Our  camp  was  some 
three  or  four  miles  west  of  Dry  branch ...  this  day  we  made  eight  or 
ten  miles  and  camped  on  Rock  creek. .. travelled  about  15  miles, 
nooned  at  the  crossing  of  Rock  Creek,,, road  very  rough,,, 

The  maps  which  show  this  southern  route  to  the  crossing  of  Rock  Creek 
from  the  Milner  area  follow,  on  pages  23  to  29. 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  21  EAST 
BURLEY  SW  AND  MILNER  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE  - - 1 

ROUTE  PROBABLE  — - 

ROUTE  POSSIBLE  . 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  ItANGK  20  PAST 
EDEN  AND  MILNER  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  11  SOUTH,  RANGE  20  EAST 
EDEN,  MILNER,  MILNER  BUTTE,  AND  MURTAUGII  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  11  SOUTH,  RANGE  19  EAST 


# 

EDEN,  KIMBERLY,  MURTAUGH,  AND  STRICKER  BUTTE  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  11  SOUTH,  RANGE  18  EAST 
HUB  BUTTE,  KIMBERLY,  STRICKER  BUTTE,  AND  TWIN  FALLS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE  V—  — 

ROUTE  PROBABLE  ' -  - 

ROUTE  POSSIBLE  . - 
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TOWNSHIP  11  SOUTH,  RANGE  17  EAST 
BERGER,  FILER,  HUB  BUTTE,  AND  TWIN  FALLS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 

/ 

ROUTE  PROBABLE ' 


ROUTE  POSSIBLE 


TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  17  EAST 
FILER  AND  TWIN  FALLS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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Milner  area  to  Rock  Creek  crossing  (northern  route) 


The  northern  route  to  Rock  Creek  from  the  Milner  Dam  area  is  a 
mystery.  The  19tli  Century  survey  plats  show  the  presence  of  this  route, 
and  it  is  labeled  in  some  parts  "old  immigrant  road".  Field  work  shows 
it  to  be  a  good  route  topographically,  except  that  there  is  no  water  on 
the  route  save  for  the  Snake  River  itself  which  is  everywhere  on  the 
route  in  its  deep  canyon;  water  for  stock  would  not  have  been  readily 
available  save  for  one  place  (Shoshone  Falls)  and  that  would  have  been 
difficult.  The  route  as  shown  on  the  survey  plats  would  have  to  turn 
southward  in  order  to  cross  Rock  Creek  northwest  of  what  is  now  the  city 
of  Twin  Falls.  Such  a  crossing  is  shown  on  the  old  plats  and  can  be  seen 
today  as  a  crude,  hand-made  .dugway  down  into  Rock  Creek  below  the  present 
bridge  over  the  creek  in  Sec.  36,  T.  9  S.,  R.  16  E.  The  ascent  for  west¬ 
bound  travellers  at  this  crossing  would  be  easy. 

• 

No  diaries  so  far  observed  show  the  traveller  to  be  unequivocably  on 
the  northern  route.  Such  a  route  would  be  easily  detected  as  the  diarist 
would  come  to  and  cross  Rock  Creek  and  then  depart  from  it,  whereas  the 
southern-route  diarists  encounter  Rock  Creek,  travel  along  it  for  several 
miles,  then  cross  it,  and  then  continue  along  it  for  several  more  miles. 
Further,  a  traveller  on  the  northern  route  would  have  to  encounter  the  great 
Shoshone  Falls  which  would  overwhelm  the  writer;  no  one  mentions  passing  them, 
though  several  allusions  are  made  to  these  falls  from  afar.  Also,  no  diarist 
so  far  encountered,  has  mentioned  a  fork  in  the  road  such  as  would  have  to 
occur  west  of  the  crossing  of  Dry  Creek.  Moreover,  Cross,  in  1849,  while 
at  Crystal  Springs,  comments  that  there  is  no  road  past  Shoshone  Falls,  which 
were  well  known  to  the  off-the-road  travellers  apparently.  He  hears  great 
waterfalls  from  his  campsite  and  thinks  they  are  the  Shoshone  Falls,  but  are 
more  likely  Auger  Falls,  a  few  miles  upstream  and  out  of  sight. 

Only  one  diarist  possibly  took  the  northern  route  inasmuch  as  his 
route  is  somewhat  ambiguous;  however,  it  is  not  unequivocable  as  it  does 
not  fit  the  northern  route  any  better  than  the  southern  route  already  dis¬ 
cussed.  This  traveller  was  Theodore  Talbot,  one  of  Fremont's  party  of  1843, 
who  was  travelling  one  day  behind  the  pathfinder. 

Talbot  (1843)  ...Snake  River  again,  here  we  camped,  just  above  a  rocky 
island  pRock  Islandl  ...came  a  honada  of  20  miles  camping  on  "Brush 
Creek".  All  sage  and  rocks  ^twenty  miles  from  Rock  Island  is  in  the 
plains  north  of  Kimberly,  Idaho  today;  jar  on  the  southern  route,  Rock 
Creek  is  approximately  twenty  miles  from  Rock  Island  ^  .  Saw  a  place 
on  the  ^Snake "1  river  where  the  water  rushes  through  a  narrow  channel 
or  passageway  not  more  than  twenty  feet  wide,  emptying  with  a  slight 
fall  into  a  sort  of  circular  basin  j^Caldron  Linn,  not  ordinarily  seen 
by  travellers  confined  to  the  road  by  wagons^  ....our  course  west,  and 
for  tho  most  part  along  a  dry  creek  with  lofty  canons  on  either  side. 

Ho  later  comes  to  the  Crystal  Springs  aroa,  so  he  must  have  crossed  Rock 
Creek,  but  his  diary  does  not  describe  it.  A  dry  creek  with  lofty  canons 
on  either  side  is  hard  to  identify  in  the  region  unless  it  were  somewhere 
in  one  of  the  dry  draws  between  Rock  Creek  and  Snake  River;  but  then,  what 
of  Shoshone  Falls? 
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However,  in  order  to  avpid  second-guessing  the  19th  Century  sur¬ 
veyors  who,  while  not  perfect,  were  closer  to  the  events  than  modern 
historians  and  who  may  have  had  actual  travellers  to  consult,  the  nor¬ 
thern  route  is  included  in  this  report.  Track  can  be  seen  approximating 
the  present  canyon-rim  road  in  a  few  places  where  agriculture  has  not  yet 
destroyed  it.  It  is  probable  that  this  route  became  an  immigrant  route 
sometime  after  the  last  diarist  consulted  for  this  report  passed  and  some¬ 
time  before  the  surveyors  arrived.  It  therefore  would  have  been  an  im¬ 
migrant  road  for  the  surveyors. 

The  northern  route,  from  the  Dry  Creek  crossing  where  it  departed 
from  the  southern  route,  to  Rock  Creek  crossing,  is  shown  on  the  maps 
following,  on  pages  32  to'  38. 


TOWNSHIP  11  SOUTH,  RANGE  20  EAST 


EDEN,  MILNER,  MILNER  BUTTE,  AND  MURTAUGH  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  20  EAST 
EDEN  AND  MILNER  QUADRANGLES 


O  ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  19  EAST 
EDEN  AND  KIMBERLY  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTS  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 


34 


TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  is  east 
KIMBERLY  AND  TWIN  FALLS  QUADRANGLES 


O  ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  17  EAST 
FILER  AND  TWIN  FALLS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE '  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  9  SOUTH,  RANGE  17  EAST 
FALLS  CITY,  FILER,  JEROME,  AND  TWIN  FALLS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  9  SOUTH,  RANGE  16  EAST 
CLOVER,  FILER,  JEROME,  AND  NIAGARA  SPRINGS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 

ROUTE  PROBABLE - 


ROUTE  POSSIBLE 


Rock  Crook  crossing  to  Salmon  Falls  Crock 

Very  little  of  this  portion  of  the  Oregon  Trail  remains;  it  has  been 
the  victim  of  agriculture  like  most  of  the  rest  of  the  route.  A  small 
portion  of  original  track  remains  and  can  be  seen  descending  the  ridge 
into  Melon  Valley  in  Sec.  12,  T.  9  S.,  R.  14  E.,in  Salmon  Falls  Creek 
valley  in  Sec.  32,  T.  S  S.,  R.  14  E.,  and  in  Sec.  10,  T.  9  S.,  R.  14  E. 

It  is  also  overlain  in  part  by  the  present  secondary  road  which  passes 
along  the  Snake  River  valley. 

From  the  Rock  Creek  crossing  to  Kanaka  Rapids  two  routes  are  possible 
and  probable.  Both  are  shown  on  the  19th  Century  survey  plats.  They  can 
be  distinguished  in  the  diaries  by  the  presence  of  a  stop  at  the  Snake 
River  with  steep  bluffs,  at  Crystal  Springs,  before  descending  with  the 
wagons  into  Melon  Valley.  Those  diarists  who  travel  directly  from  Rock 
Creek  to  the  Snake  River  at  Melon  Valley  do  not  mention  the  difficult 
descent  to  Snake  River  at  Crystal  Springs,  and  then  back  up  again  to  the 
plain. 

In  the  Salmon  Falls  Creek  area,  two  routes  are  also  proposed,  one  eastern 
and  one  western;  the  bulk  of  the  travellers  took  the  western  route,  but  some 
may  have  taken  the  eastern  route,  close  along  the  Snake  River.  This  cannot 
be  done  today  as  the  Salmon  Falls  dam  has  ponded  the  water  to  where  some  of 
the  bluffs  form  cliffs  which  rise  out  of  the  water,  but  this  may  have  been 
passable  before  the  dam  was  constructed.  The  decision  about  the  route  is 
made  from  the  relation  of  the  hot  springs  at  Banbury,  as  to  whether  they 
are  to  the  right  or  the  left  of  the  traveller;  if  they  are  to  the  left,  the 
diarist  may  have  taken  the  eastern  route.  Only  one  diarist  studied  (MaAl- 
lister)  mentions  a  fork  in  the  road,  and  his  words  are  not  entirely  clear. 

Following  are  some  of  the  more  descriptive  diary  accounts  of  travellers 
passing  from  the  crossing  of  Rock  Creek  to  Salmon  Falls  Creek: 


Adams  (  1852) .. .crossed  Rock  Creek. .. passed  down  the  creek  about  five 

miles  where  there  was  a  poor  chance  to  get  water started  on... the  road 

in  many  places  very  rough  and  rocky  and  all  the  way  dusty... came  near 
ihe  river... but  it  was  down  a  dreadful  hill  [near  Crystal  Springs ]  and  • 
we  could  not  go  to  it... we  again  came  to  the  river  down  a  very  steep 
hill. .. passed  down  the  bottom  with  high,  rocky  banks  on  each  side,  nearly 
perpendicular.  Came  to  Salmon  creek  QDeep  Creek]  .  Here  is  a  fall  in 
the  river  ([Kanaka  Rapids]]  about  equal  to  that  of  the  American  Falls. 
Passed  on  half  a  mile  over  a  bluff  to  the  river  again...  two  large 
springs  break  out  from  the  side  of  the  mountain  within  one  mile  of  each 
other,  at  least  100  feet  above  the  river  [Briggs  Creek  springs!  ...in 
three  miles  we  passed  some  hot  springs  in  the  river  bank  [*Banbury  hot 
springs J  and  came  to  Bannock  Creek  [ Salmon  Falls  Creek] . 
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Allyn  (1853)...  the  road  came  to  the  f  Snake  |  river  about  cam  pi  nr.;  time... 
wo  could  not  get  within  3/4  mile  of  the  water  on  account  of  a  rock 
bluff  400  feet  high.  There  was  a  depression  in  one  place  [ Cedar  DrawJ 
where  we  drove  down  the  mules ...  the  river  runs  very  deep,  probably  500 
feet  lower  than  the  common  level  of  the  country,  and  in  most  places, 
wherever  we  have  seen  it,  its  banks  are  perpendicular  rock.  A  very 
singular  spring  [crystal  Springy]  came  gushing  out  of  the  rocks  about 
two  thirds  the  way  down  to  the  river,  which  roared  like  the  falls  of 
Niagara,  only  not  so  loud.  It  was  large  enough  to  turn„ machinery ...  the 
road  continues  over  a  bed  of  rock... came  to  the  [snakej  river... came  to 
Salmon  Falls  Creek. 

Conyers  (1852)...  travelled  six  miles  and  came  to  the  same  creek  ["Rock 
Creek]]  .Hard  in  getting  down  to  water;  more  so,  it  seems  to  us,  than  at 
any  other  place  since  crossing  the  Missouri  River... we  travelled  10 
miles  over  a  very  rough  road ...  traveled  three  miles.  Snake  River  is 
about  300  yards  to  our  right  and  we  have  concluded  to  try  to  water  our 
cattle  at  this  place.  We  were  obliged  to  descend  a  very  rough,  rocky, 
and  steep  hill  [[Cedar  Draw]  to  reach  the  river... we  left  our  wagons  on 
the  hill.  It  was  so  steep  and  bad  that  many  cattle  arc  too  weak  to  climb 
the  hill,  therefore  are  left  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  perish  among  the 
big  basalt  boulders  that  cover  the  narrow  bottoms  of  the  Snake  River... 
we  travelled  on  three  miles ...  travelled  seven  miles  over  a  very  good 
road  and  descended  a  very  long  and  steep  hill  to  the  Snake  River... we 
traveled  on  three  miles  over  a  heavy  sandy  road  to  Snake  River  again... 
we  came  two  miles  to  Salmon  [ Mud ]  Creek.  One  and  a  half  miles  further 
down  a  very  steep  hill  brought  us  to  Snake  River  again... we  traveled 
on  three  miles  to  Bannock  [’Salmon  Falls']  Creek... road  today  very  sandy. 

P.  V.  Crawford  (1851) _ we  traveled  seven  miles  of  much  better  road 

this  afternoon  and  camped  on  a  little  creek  bluff,  where  we  drove  our 
cattle  dowrja  long,  steep  hill  to  the  [Rock]  creek  bottom. . .fifteen  miles 
over  a  dry,  austy  plain  brought  us  to  where  the  road  led  down  to  the 
[Snakei  river ...  traveled  two  miles  farther  down  the  river  to  Warm  Springs 
Branch  [Banbury  hot  springs] ...  three  miles  down  the  valley  brought  us 
to  Salmon  Falls  Creek. 

Cross  (1849) . . .we  continued  on  until  the  middle  of  the  day  when  we 
again  came  to  the  banks  of  the  [Snake]  river  which  were  at  least  two 
or  three  hundred  feet  in  height.  I  attempted  to  descend  into  the 
valley  to  procure  water,  but  it  was  so  fatiguing  , .both  for  myself  and 
horse,  that  I  returned  without  being  able  to  accomplish  it.  It  was  at 
this  place  we  could  easily  hear  the  sound  of  a  waterfall,  which  from 
the  noise'  we  at  first  supposed  might  have  been  the  Little  falls  of 
Snake  River  [Kanaka  Rapids  j  ,  but  as  we  were  still  twenty  miles  from 
that  point  we  were  soon  satisfied  that  it  did  not  proceed  from  there 
or  the  small  cascade  )  Crystal  Springs’!  on  the  opposite  bank  which  is 
mentioned  by  Colonel  Fremont  as  the  Subterranean  river... we  continued 
our  journey  until  sundown  when  we  came  to  the  foot  of  the  Little  falls_ 
of  the  Snake  River,  commonly  called  Little  Salmon  Falls  ^Kanaka  Rapid sj.  . . 
The  river  here  presented  a  beautiful  view.  Our  encampment  was  on  its 
bank  and  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  falls,  which  could  be  seen  from 
the  bend  above  and  until  it  again  changed  its  direction  below.  The 
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Cross  (continued)  fall  passes  over  several  ledges  of  rock  v/hich 
extend  across  the  river  and  somewhat  parallel  to  each  other,  giving 
it  in  its  fall,  when  viewed  at  a  distance,  the  appearance  of  heavy 
waves ...  the  banks  on  both  sides  at  this  place  become  entirely 
changed.  On  the  opposite  side  they  take  the  form  of  small  hills 
which  gradually  rise  one  above  the  other,  bringing  you  again  to  a  vast 
plain  beyond  them.  The  right  bank  presents  broken  bluffs,  v/hich  form 
quite  a  valley  Qtfolon  Valley]  between  them  and  the  river.  Two  small 
brooks  pass  out  of  the  ravine,  one  at  our  encampment  \  Deep  Creek; 
and  one  three  [^actually  four]  miles  below  called  Little  Salmon 
[[Salmon  Falls]  Creek  which  runs  with  much  rapidity,  falling  over 
rocks  and  forming  cascades  on  its  way  [[now  inundated  in  part  by  the 
Salmon  Falls  reservoir,  backing  up  the  creek  and  causing  consider¬ 
able  deposition  and  stream-mouth  change] ... .we  proceeded  on  our  way... 
The  bank  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  again  resumed  its  rocky 
appearance  and  looked  in  many  places  as  if  it  were  a  solid  mass  of 
masonry . 

Fremont  (1843)...  during  the  afternoon's  march  Rafter  crossing  Rock 
Crook  J  I  remarked  in  the  soil  a  considerable  quantity  of  calcareous 
concretions.  The  river  [Rock  Creek]  still  continued  its  course  through 
a  trough  or  open  canon;  and  towards  sunset  we  followed  the  trail  of 
several  wagons  which  had  turned  in  towards  Snake  River,  and  encamped, 
as  they  had  done,  on  the  top  of  the  escarpment ...  there  is  occasionally 
a  little  bottom  along  the  river,  which  a  short  ravine  of  rocks,  at 
rare  intervals,  leaves  accessible;  and  by  one  of  these  [Cedar  Drawj 
wc  drove  our  animals  down ...  Immediately  opposite  us,  a  subterranean 
river  bursts  out  directly  from  the  face  of  the  escarpment  jjCrys  tal 
Springs]  and  falls  in  white  loan  to  the  river  below ...  [[descended  to 
the  river,  crossed,  examined  the  springs,  and  returned  to  the  south 
bank  of  the  river]...  a  march  of  17  miles  {[his  map^  page  6  suggests 
7  miles,  as  does  later  geographic  description]  ...encamped  on  the 
["Snake]  river.  Our  encampment  was  about  one  mile  below  the  Fishing 
Falls  f  Kanaka  Rapids]  ,  a  series  of  cataracts  with  very  inclined  planes, 
which  are  probably  so  named  because  they  form  a  barrier  to  the 
ascent  of  the  salmon... we  are  encamped  immediately  on  the  river  bank... 
The  river  at  this  place  [  Melon  Valley]  is  more  open  than  for  some 
distance  above;  and,  for  the  time,  the  black  precipices  have  disap¬ 
peared,  and  no  calcareous  matter  is  visible  in  the  soil .. .shortly 
after  leaving  the  encampment,  we  crossed  a  stream  of  clear  water 
["Salmon  Falls  Creek],  with  a  variable  breadth  of  10  to  25  yards, 
broken  by  rapids . . . 


Ketch am  (1853)...  moved  on  a  high  hill  about  a  mile  from  the  {[snake] 
river.  Drove  the  horses  and  cattled  down  the  hill  [Cedar  Draw]  to 
water.  I  may  have  been  two  miles.  A  beautiful  waterfall  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  [[crystal  Springs"'  coming  right  out  of 
the  mountain  about  half  way  up... Mr.  Gray  thought  the  bank  on  the 
opposite  side  was  1,000  or  1,200  feet  high.  From  where  we  were  we 
could  not  see  the  motion  of  the  water  at  all.  The  fall  looked  like 
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Kotcham  (continued)  snow  banks  more  than  anything  else.  Most  of 
the  rocks  we  have  seen  since  leaving  Soda  Springs  have  been  basaltic. 

In  many  places  the  gorge  or  ravine  through  which  the  Snake  River  and 
other  streams  flowing  into  it  runs  seem  as  though  the  mountain  had 
opened  and  a  broad  space  settled  down  through  which  these  streams  now 
run.  There  must  have  been  terrible  volcanic  eruptions  and  earthquakes 
in  these  parts  since  the  £  Noah]  flood.  Came  on  ten  miles  after  dinner. 

A  very  sandy  road ...  toward  night  came  near  the  river  again;  descended 
a  high,  steep  hill  before  reaching  it... found  a  barren,  sandy  place  to 
camp... went  six  or  seven  miles  and  stopped  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
rsnakej  river.  A  warm  spring  very  near  our  tent,  a  very  high  bluff 
behind  it  ]this  is  not  clear  as  to  where  she  is,  as  Banbury  hot  springs 
are  very  near  the  river  and  are  not  near  a  high  bluff,  There  is  an 
unmapped  hot  spring  in  Sec.  30,  T.  18  S . ,  R.  14  E . ,  but  it  is  on  the 
west  side  of  Salmon  Falls  Creek,  not  yet  reached  by  Miss  Ketch ami. 
Crossed  Goose  ^Salmon  Falls]  Creek,  some  broader  and  deeper  than  Fall 
Creek  j]?near  Massacre  Rocks  "]  .Road  runs  around  a  very  high  mountain 
of  clear  lava  and  down  to  the  banks  of  the  creek;  was  sideling  at 
that... road  pretty  sandy... 

Longsworth  (1853) .. .crossed  it  fRock  Creek  \  and  drove  seven  miles 
and  camped  again  on  this  creek... made  ten  miles  and  camped  on  Snake 
River,  our  camp  being,  on  a  high  bluff  with  the  river  lying  half  a 
mile  distant  and  six  or  eight  hundred  feet  below  us  with  bluff  banks. 

We  drove  our  cattle  down  a  very  rough  and  steep  road  f Cedar  Draw]  to 
the  river... This  is  a  remarkably  strange  place.  The  ground  is  level 
to  the  very  edge  of  the  bluffs,  which  are  two  miles  apart  and  perpen¬ 
dicular  for  two  or  three  hundred  feet  and  then  slope  at  an  angle  of 
45  degrees,  and  are  covered  with  broken  rocks  which  apparently  have  been 
torn  from  the  perpendicular  rocks  above  and  tumbled  down  in  confused 
masses.  This  range  of  rocks  covers  a  height  of  three  or  four  hundred 
feet,  there  is  then  a  slope  of  land  extending  to  the  water  which  is 
quite  steep  and  rocky.  Through  this  the  river  flows  with  a  rapid 
current  and  in  places  considerable  falls... we  drove  ten  miles  and 
then  passed  down  the  river  bank... we  then  drove  seven  miles  to  Salmon 
Falls  Creek. 

McAllister  (1852)...  road  leaves  the  creek  bluff... is  very  difficult 
to  descend,  come  near  Snake  River... from  the  top  of  the  bluff  (which 
is  800  feet  high)  to  the  river  is  one  mile... the  stock  may  be  driven 
to  water  Qcedar  Draw]  and  up  the  bluff  again  with  a  little  difficulty 
and  a  great  deal  of  f atigue . . . road  turns  south  from  the  river  fto 
cross  Cedar  Drawl  then  west.  A  sage  plain,  very  dusty  road  which  runs 
not  far  from  the  river.  A  steep  descent.  Here  is  a  watering  place... 
the  road  now  runs  between  the  river  and  the  bluff  and  is  very  sandy, 
to  warm  spring  creek  \  ?Deep  Creek*]  which  is  formed  by  several  warm 
springs  and  has  a  marshy  bottom,  “'smells  bad...  In  the  river  at  this 
place  are  several  cascades  or  small  falls  fKanaka  Rapids]  ...camped 
here... drove  our  cattle  to  a  small  island  1  1/2  miles  up  the  river... 
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MeAllis lor  (continued)  wo  resumed  our  march... a  stoop  descent  about 
1  1/2  mile  1'rom  this  to  (’words  missing!  Salmon  Falls  Crook  .  Two 
miles  beiorc  reaching  this  creek  you  pass  a  warm  spring  [  Banbury 
hot  springs]]  left  ol  road  [.  *]  Salmon  Falls  Creole...  bo  lore  reaching 
the  crock  pass  the  junction  ol  roads  1/2  mile  the  left  loads  to  a 
lorry  and  the  old  lord  ol  the  Snake  River  [*,  ~j  the  right  to  a  lorry 
30  miles  above.  take  the  right  hand  road... here  the  road  is  separated 
from  the  river  by  a  bridge  .  cross  Salmon  Falls  Creek 


Root  (ISIS) ...  about  four  miles  farther  on,  Rock  Creek  turns  to  the 
left  [right"]  and  we  saw  it  no  more.  At  this  bend  of  the  creek  is 
a  tolerable  camp.  Seven  miles  farther  brought  us  to  camp,  and  a 
miserable  one  it  was,  being  on  top  of  the  Snake  River  bluffs,  a  height 
of  at  least  300  feet  perpendicular  from  the  river... our  cattle  were 
driven  down  a  narrow  and  difficult  way  [cedar  Drawl  ,  much  of  it 
very  steep,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  river .. .eleven  miles  to 
Warm  Springs  Creek  [Banbury  hot  springs]  ...about  four  miles  farther 
to  Salmon  Falls  Creek. 

Talbot  (1843) . . .[he  is  not  clear  where  he  crossed  Rock  Creek J  ...We 
camped  for  the  night  on  a  high  basaltic  cliff  overhanging  the  [Snake] 
river  and  some  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  above  it.  To  reach  the 
water  we  have  to  follow  a  path  nearly  a  mile  long  winding  down  the 
face  of  the  cliffs  [near  Cedar  Draw  to  the  river  side.  Snake  River, 
along  here  for  miles,  is  walled  in  by  high,  perpendicular,  basaltic 
bluffs,  and  in  the  parlance  of  the  country,  is  said  to  run  through  . 
a  "canon".  The  river  is  thus  some  hundred  feet  below  the  general 
level  of  the  country,  which  consists  of  barren  rock  partly  covered 
with  sand  and  patches  of  absinthe.  You  may  almost  ride  up  to  the 
brink  of  the  chasm  through  which  the  river  flows  without  being  aware 
of  its  existence.  A  stream  from  the  mountains  to  the  north,  after 
running  underground  some  distance,  bursts  its  way  through  the  oppo¬ 
site  bluffs  [crystal  Springs*]  ,  two  thirds  the  way  down  the  rocky 
wall,  and  tumbles  into  the  river  below  with  much  noise  and  foam,  for¬ 
ming  a  splendid  cascade ...  camped  on  the  Snake  River,  having  come 
thirteen  miles... at  the  commencement  of  "Fishing  Falls"... the  salmon 
ascend  the  Snake  River  to  these  falls  in  great  numbers  .  [Kanaka 
Rapids] —  along  the  river  bank.  Road  bad,  made  only  8  miles.  Vie 
upset  a  cart  in  crossing  a  creek  [Salmon  Falls  Creek].... 

This  portion  of  the  Oregon  Trail,  from  the  crossing  of  Rock  Creek 
to  Salmon  Falls  Creek,  is  shown  on  the  maps  following,  on  pages  44  to 
49. 


4 


43 


■ 


TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  17  east 
FILER  AND  TWIN  FALLS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 


44 


TOWNSHIP  10  SOUTH,  RANGE  16  EAST 
CLOVER  AND  FILER  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  9  SOUTH,  RANGE  16  EAST 
CLOVER,  FILER,  JEROME,  AND  NIAGARA  SPRINGS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBABLE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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BUHL, 


TOWNSHIP  y  .SOUTH, 
CLOVER,  AM)  N IAGARA 


RANGE  J  5  EAST 
SPRINGS  QUADRANGLES 


ROUTE  DEFINITE 
ROUTE  PROBAELE 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  9  SOUTH,  RANGE  14  EAST 
BUHL  QUADRANGLE 


ROUTE  PROBABLE  — —  — — 
ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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TOWNSHIP  8  SOUTH,  RANGE  14  EAST 
BUHL  QUADRANGLE 


*  i 


ROUTE  DEFINITE  )—■  t 

ROUTE  PROBABLE  —  —  - 

ROUTE  POSSIBLE 
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A  NEW  INTERPRETATION  OF  FREMONT'S  ROUTE  FROM 


ROCK  CREEK  CROSSING  TO  SALMON  FALLS  CREEK 

In  1S43,  John  C.  Fremont  was  in  charge  of  an  exploring  party  into  the 
western  states,  and  during  the  last  days  of  September  and  the  first  days  of 
October  he  was  traversing  that  part  of  the  Oregon  Trail  which  is  now  in 
southern  Idaho.  His  journal,  portions  of  which  are  reproduced  following, 
gives  the  daily  account  of  his  activities  and  his  route'.  Some  of  the  geo¬ 
graphic  features  which  he  encounters  are  recorded  and  given  names;  some  of 
these  names  have  persisted  to  this  day,  and  some  have  been  lost  or,  as  I 
mean  to  show,  misidentif ied  by  later  writers  and  editors.  One  of  these  in 
particular  has  been  consistently  misidentif ied  and  it  is  my  hope  to  clear 
this  up  so  that  futui’c  diary  interpretations  by  others  can  be  more  precisely 
unders tood . 


Fremont’s  journal,  edited  to  include 
Sop  lumber  20,  3  843.  .  .having  made  24  miles 
Snake  River  J  wo  encamped  about  5  o'clock 


only  geographic  information, 
jjL'roiu  the  Milner  arua  on  the 
on  Rock  Creek... 


is : 


September  30,  1S43 . . . In  its  progress  toward  the  [Snake j  river,  this  creek 
soon  enters  a  chasm  of  the  volcanic  rock,  which  in  places  along  the  wall 
presents  a  columnar  appearance;  and  the  road  becomes  extremely  rocky  when¬ 
ever  it  passes  near  its  banks.  It  is  only  about  20  feet  wide  where  the  road 
crosses  it,  with  a  deep  bed,  and  steep  banks,  covered  with  rocky  fragments... 
the  ^ Snake 2  river  continued  its  course  through  a  trough  or  open  canon;  and 
towards  sunset  we  followed  the  trail  of  several  wagons  which  had  turned  in 
towards  Snake  River,  and  encamped,  as  they  had  done,  on  the  top  of  the  es¬ 
carpment...  a  little  bottom  along  the  river,  which  a  short  ravine  of  rocks, 
at  rare  intervals,  leaves  accessible;  and  by  one  of  these  we  drove  our 
animals  down. ,. immediately  opposite  to  us,  a  subterranean  river  bursts  out 
directly  from  the  face  of  the  escarpment,  and  falls  in  white  foam  to  the 
river  below... [jie  draws  a  sketch  of  the  subterranean  river”]  ... 

October  1,  1843. .  .  pthe  party  descended  to  the  river,  crossed  it,  ..to  examine 
the  subterranean  river T  ...Here  the  Indians  had  constructed  wicker  dams,  al¬ 
though  I  was  informed  that  the  salmon  do  not  ascend  the  river  so  far;  and  its 
character  below  would  apparently  render  it  impracticable....  examine  and 

describe  the  subterranean  river,  and  return  to  the  encampment^  _ We  resumed 

our  journey  at  noon. ..and  after  a  march  of  17  miles,  encamped  at  sunset  on 
the  £SnakeJ  river....  Our  encampment  was  one  mile  below  the  "Fishing  Falls" 
a  series  of  cataracts  with  very  inclined  planes ,  which  are  probably  so  named 
because  uhey  form  a  barrier  to  the  ascent  of  the  salmon;  and  the  great 
fisheries  xrom  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  barren  region  almost  entirely 
derive  a  subsistence  commence  at  this  place... pHe  describes  the  Indians  and 
the  methods  of  f ishingj. . .we  are  encamped  immediately  on  the  river  bank. . . 

The  river  at  this  place  is  more  open  than  for  some  distance  above;  and,  for 
the  time,  the  black  precipices  have  disappeared... 
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*•  . 


on 


October  2,  1S13 .. .shortly  after  leaving  the  encampment,  v/e  crossed  u  stream 
ol  clear  water,  with  a  variable  bread  Hi  of  10  to  25  yards,  broken  by 
rapids ...  the  barrenness  of  the  country  is  in  fine  contrast  to-day  with  the 
mingled  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  Snake  river,  which  is  more  open  titan 
hi  the i to,  with  a  constant  succession  oi  falls  and  rapids.  Over  the  edge  of 
the  black  cliffs,  and  out  from  their  faces,  are  falling  numberless  streams 
and  springs;  and  all  the  line  of  the  river  is  in  motion  with  the  play  of  the 
water .  In  about  seven  miles  from  the  morning  encampment  we  reached  the 
most  beautiful  and  picturesque  fall  I  had  seen  on  the  river...  he  then  very 
clearly  describes  Salmon  Falls,  just  below  the  present  dam  site  ...  below 
this  place  the  river  makes  a  remarkable  bend;  and  the  road,  ascending  the 
ridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  gave  us  a  fine  view  of  the  river 
below . . . 


Many  before  this  have,  in  interpreting  diaries  of  overland  travellers, 
assumed  that  the  "Fishing  Falls"  of  Fremont  was  the  Salmon  Falls  of  the 
present  time,  and  of  other  diarists  who  came  after  Fremont.  In  making  this 
interpretation,  one  must  resort  to  very  strange  interpretations  of  other 
^iver  features,  and  allow  himself  considerable  latitude  in  mileage  varia¬ 
tions  . 

Further,  since  Fremont  alludes  to  the  fact  that  the  salmon  ascended  the 
river  no  higher  than  Fishing  Falls",  then  the  suggestions  of  those  who  came 
later  that  the  salmon  ascended  no  higher  than  Salmon  Falls  would  have  to  be 
in  error.  It  is  of  little  importance  .now  anyway,  since  numerous  dams  down¬ 
stream  on  Snake  River  prevent  the  salmon  from  ascending  the  river  to  here 
anyway.  Nonetheless,  in  1843,  the  Indians,  who  should  know,  said  that  the 
salmon  did  not  get  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  subterranean  river  locality 
^  Crystal  Springs,  in  Sec.  12,  T.  9  S.r  R.  15  E.),and  they  got  at  least  as 
far  as  Fishing  Falls n  where,  according  to  Fremont  the  great  salmon 
fisheries  commenced,  so  it  should  be  of  interest  as  to  just  where  the 
"Fishing  Falls"  of  Fremont  are. 

I  would  like  to  show  that  they  are  the  present-day  Kanaka  Rapids,  in 

Sec.  10,  T.  9  S.,  R.  14  E.  In  order  to  show  this,  the  reader  should  con¬ 

sult  the  map  of  Fremont,  Figure  3,  and  also  Figure  4,  a  map  of  part  of  the 
rouce  from  Rock  Creek  to  Salmon  Falls  Creek,  taken  from  current  U.  S.  Geo¬ 
logical  Survey  topographic  quadrangle  maps  Buhl  and  Jerome,  at  a  scale  of 
1.62,500.  Each  square  is  a  section,  hence  one  mile  on  a.  side. 

The  camp  of  Sept.  30-0ct.  1,  1843  was,  by  his  own  map  and  description, 

in  Sec.  13,  T.  9  S.,  R.  15  E.  What  he  calls  the  subterranean  river  is  very 

clearly  identifiable  as  the  Crystal  Springs  of  today,  lie  left  this  camp  at 
noon  on  the  first  and  travelled,  according  to  his  report,  17  miles.  This 
would  have  brought  him  far  along  the  river,  past  the  1000  springs  and  almost 
to  Salmon  Falls,  north  of  the  map.  If  this  17  were  a  misprint  for  11,  then 
he  would  be  camping  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  1  and  2  about  a  mile  below  the 
present-day  Kanaka  Rapids,  in  Melon  Valley,  which  is  open  and  with  no  cliffs, 
as  he  reports.  This  camp  would  be  in  Sec.  9,  T.  9  S.,  R.  14  E. 

His  map  indicates  a  distance  closer  to  12  miles  (Figure  3,p.  6) .He  says  it 
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is  about  one  mile  below  the  Fishing  Falls.  His  description  of  the  falls, 
as  a  series  of  inclines,  coincides  exactly  with  the  appearance  of  Kanaka 
Rapids  today.  On  the  morning  of  October  2,  1843,  he  departs  the  camp 
and,  accoi ding  to  him,  shortly  after  crosses  a  stream  10  to  25  yards  wide; 

^  describes  what  could  only  be  1000  Si  rings,  and  then,  after  seven 
mo  re  miles  from  the  camp,  comes  to  what  are  now  known  as  Salmon  Falls.  lie 
does  not  use  the  name,  however,  but  his  description  is  unmistakably  that  of 
the  piesent  falls  just  below  the  dam,  and  off  of  the  map.  Further,  he  crosses 
one  stieam  between  his  camp  and  the  falls,  and  there  is  only  one,  Salmon 
Falls  Creek.  Therefore,  it  seems  to  me,  that  he  was  camping  south  of  Salmon 
Falls  Creek,  and  but  one  mile  south  of  what  is  now  Kanaka  Rapids,  his  Fishing 
Falls . 

Names  do  change,  come,  go,  and  get  confused,  of  course,  until  the 
surveyor  arrives  to  fix  them;  sometimes  even  then  the  names  are  lost  until 
the  map-maker  arrives  to  more  firmly  fix  them.  Those  who  work  with  maps  and 
people,  however,  know  that  even  names  on  a  map  are  not  necessarily  agreed 
upon  by  all,  so  that  even  the  fixing  of  names  on  maps  does  not  fix  them  in 
the  understanding  of  people.  Also,  time  is  not  necessarily  a  factor;  for 
instance;  Talbot,  one  of  Fremont’s  party,  arrived  at  Kanaka  on  the  night 
ox  October  2—3,  and  used  the  name  Fishing  Falls,  but  Cross,  another  soldier 
and  presumably  a  disinterested  observer,  in  1849,  while  at  Kanaka  Rapids, 

calls  them  the "Little  falls  of  the  Snake  River  commonly  called  Little  Salmon 
Falls". 
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APPENDIX 


U.  S.  Geological  Survey  topographic  maps 

The  following  topographic  quadrangle-sized  maps  were  used  to  plot 
the  Oregon  Trail  from  Raft  River  to  Salmon  Falls  Creek.  All  are  at  a 
scale  of  1:24,000  except  those  which  are  noted  (*)  which  are  at  a  scale 
of  1:62,500.  They  are  listed  in  order,  from  east  to  west,  the  usual  order 
of  the  diarists  who  travelled  the  route  and  who  are  discussed  in  this 
report. 

Yale*  -Raft  River  Crossing 
Lake  Walcott* 

Rupert  SE 
Rupert  SW 
Burley  SE 

Burley  SW- -  Milner  area 
Milner  -Milner  area 
Milner  Butte 

Murtaugh  -junction  of  northern  and  southern  routes  from  Milner  area  to 
Rock  Creek 
Strieker  Butte  , 

Hub  Butte  -southern  crossing  of  Rock  Creek 
Kimberly 

Twin  Falls  -main  crossing  of  Rock  Creek 

. .  """  |  . . — ■  —  . . .  ■ 

Lden  —northern  route  from  Milner  area  to  Rock  Creek  crossing 
■ J  Kimberly 
Twin  Falls 

Filer  -junction  of  northern  and  southern  routes  west  of  Rock  Creek 

Je  rome 

Niagara  Springs 

Thousand  Springs  — Salmon  Falls  Creek 
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aerial  photographs 


The  following  aerial  photographs,  the  earliest  available  to 'me,  are 
listed  in  order,  showing  the  Oregon  Trail  from  Raft  River  to  Salmon  Falls 
Creek.  They  are  listed  from  east  to  west,  the  direction  of  the  most 
common  diary  accounts . 

Series  YT,  dated  1940 

2SA  63-  Raft  River  crossing 

36A  63 

30A  60 

36A  49 

36A  2 

26A  67 

26A  40 

25A  65 

25A  41  -trail  lost  in  irrigation  east  of  Declo 
photos  show  no  trail  remaining  in  irrigated  land 
22A  5  east  of  the  Milner  area 

22A  64  Milner  area 
35A  3 

35A  59  Milner  area _ 

photos  show  no  trail  remaining  in  irrigated  land 

Series  YR,  dated  1950 

4G  33-  southwest  from  Dry  Creek  crossing 
4G  10 

4G  193-  Rock  Creek  contact  area 


photos 

show 

no 

trail 

remaining 

in  irrigated 

land 

3G  151- 

northwes  t 

and  from  , 

Strieker  Butte 

photos 

show 

no 

trail 

remaining 

in  irrigated 

land 

3G  39 

i  Rock  ' 

Creek  < 

crossing  below  Twin  Falls  City 

photos 

show 

no 

trail 

remaining 

in  irrigated 

land 

1G  95  -descent  into  Melon  Valley 
1G  4 

7G  168  -Kanaka  Rapids 
7G  169 
7G  170 

7G  75  -Salmon  Falls  Creek 
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